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TITLE:  Work Session Discussion  
 

I-270/US 15 Multi-Modal Corridor Study 
 

SUPPORTING BACKGROUND: 
 
The purpose of the I-270/US 15 Multi-Modal Corridor Study is to 
investigate options to address congestion and improve safety 
conditions along the I-270/US 15 Corridor. The limits for this study 
extend from I-370 in Montgomery County to US 15 at Biggs Ford Road 
in Frederick County. The I-270/US 15 Corridor provides an essential 
connection between the Washington, DC metropolitan area and both 
central and western Maryland and is an important corridor for carrying 
local and long distance trips, both within and beyond the Corridor.  
 
The I-270/US 15 Corridor is currently served by a variety of 
transportation modes (including interstate highway, high-occupancy 
vehicle lanes, commuter rail, and bus service) and intermodal 
opportunities (including park and ride lots and Metrorail). However, 
even with the variety of modal options available, the Corridor is highly 
congested at many locations within the project area. These problems 
are expected to become more severe as continued growth in population 
and employment occur over the next quarter century. The major factors 
affecting commuter travel through the project area are the 19% 
increase in population in Montgomery County and the 50% increase in 
population in Frederick County expected between 2000 and 2025.  
 
To answer the purpose of this study several combinations of highway 
and transit strategies are being evaluated. These include general-
purpose lanes, auxiliary lanes, high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes, 
express toll lanes (ETL), collector-distributor (C-D) lanes, Light Rail 
Transit (LRT), Bus Rapid Transit (BRT), and Premium Bus alternates.  

 
Due to the possible impacts of the recommended improvements to I-
270, as they relate to the City of Gaithersburg, the City has asked 
Michael Perrotta, of State Highway Administration, to give a 
presentation. The purpose of this presentation is to illustrate aspects of 
the project and how they relate to Gaithersburg as well as providing 
project status. Following the presentation, Mr. Perrotta will be available 
for questions. Staff, at this time, has not received the presentation.   
 
Attached: 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) I-270/US 15 Multi-Modal 

Corridor Study Summary 
 

DESIRED OUTCOME: 
 

Obtain Understanding of the I-270/US 15 Multi-
Modal Corridor Study. 

 
























































